Provincial Travellers (1605-1657)

In Mandeslo's narrative there is an excellent
account of the religious and social customs of
the people, chiefly of those of Guzerat, Aged
people were, he says, always burned upon
death; dead infants under three were buried.
The restj it would seem, were sometimes buried
and sometimes burned, though there is no doubt
that cremation was the general rule. Suttee^
owing to Mohammedan discouragement of the
practice, was almost unknown in Guzerat. The
traveller noted also the existence of " Theers/J*
who were devoid of religion and performed all
the loathsome but necessary tasks. A disserta-
tion on Mohammedan India in general forms
one of the most valuable parts of the book. Both
craftsmen and merchants, according to Man-
deslo, had a very unhappy time; the crafts-
man, because the same piece of work passed
through a large number of hands on its way to
the consumer, with the consequence that the
craftsman had to relinquish to middlemen a
large proportion of the profits of his industry;
the merchants, because of the intolerable op-

sympathy; so, however, did Europe two hundred years ago. The real
secret is twofold; it is to be found in the Oriental atdtode toward life in
general, and toward HngsHp in particular. The first makes him despise
life, and even seek in his creeds the prospect of the loss of separate con-
sciousness; the second makes him, unable to conceive of a ruler who is
bound by a duty to the ruled. " The Asiatic," says Mr Meredith Town-
send, from whom much of this note is borrowed, " no more considers biff
ruler's cruelty immoral, unless indeed specially directed against himself,
than he considers the earthquake or the flood." (Asia and Europe^ Art,
** Cruelty m Europe and Asia," p. 267).
* " Theer " is another form of " Dher." Seep. 133, above-
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